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this would take several hours and the sun was low on the
horizon. But confident in her powers as a sati, Ambikabai
put a twig on the ground and forbade the shadows to pass
over it, until she had fulfilled her vow. Obedient to her
command, the sun stood still in its course until the wood
from Malkapur had arrived and the pyre had been built.
Then taking in her hands a favourite turban of her husband
she entered the pyre and with unflinching courage burnt
herself to ashes.

Tarabai, the chief queen of the dead regent, shewed a
different but no less ardent spirit. She summoned a
council of state on behalf of her son Shivaji and demanded
his recognition as king of the Marathas. Ramchandra
Bavdekar protested that the true king was Shahu, on
whose behalf Rajaram had ruled. Shivaji could not have
inherited from his father a better title than his father had
possessed. At the same time he readily agreed to serve
under Tarabai as regent for King Shahu. But the high
spirited Tarabai impatiently brushed aside his objections
and insisted that her son Shivaji should be crowned as
king. "He is the Shivaji," she added, "of whom the pro-
phecy runs that he will conquer all India from Attock to
to Rameshwaram". She had already won to her son's
cauae Parashuram Trimbak and ShankarJETarayan, who
appreciated the advantage of serving a present rather
than an absent king, no matter how strong the latter's
claim. Relying on their support, Tarabai reduced Timaji
Raghunath from the office of Pratinidhi and gave it to
Parashuram Trimbak who had already held it for a short
time in 1698. She reduced Shankar Malhar from the post
of Pant Sachiv and gave it to Shankar Narayan Gandekar.
The other ministers, overawed by her vigour, agreed to
Shivaji's coronation. Early in 1701, the child was crowned
with the customary splendour at Panhala and married to
Bhawanibai, a daughter of the house of Ghatge. At the
same time Tarabai threw her co-wife Rajaebai and her son
Sambhaji into prison.